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EDITORIAL 
T his number's dossier is devoted to different aspects of the Valencian reality. Valencia is one of the most active parts of the Catalan cultural area. The País Valencia, once known as the "Regne de 
Valencia", the Kingdom of Valencia, has a surface area of 23,291 square kilometres. Catalan-speakers make 
up 88.7 % of the population and occupy 58.2 % of the territory. For demographic and political reasons, the 
Valencians' awareness of their Catalan cultural identity is conditioned by the Castilian cultural presence. 
Valencian is a variant of the Catalan language. Experts are unanimously 
agreed that Valencian and Catalan are two forms of the same language. Those 
groups who dispute this fact do so as a result of political conditioning which is 
far removed from any kind of scientific criteria. 
Valencia has similar political institutions to those of Catalonia and those of the 
Balearics. The government bears the historic name of "Generalitat", and its 
powers are defined in the 1982 statute of autonomy, within the Spanish consti- 
tution of 1978. Joan Lerma, of the so- cialist PSOE, has been president since 
1982. The different Valencian political organisations have not yet agreed on a 
definite plan for the best form of political articulation between the three autonomous communities of the 
Paisos Catalans belonging to the Spanish state. Furthermore, the 1978 constitution does not allow any kind of 
political structure between autonomous communities. At the moment, the Valencians' approach to home-rule 
presents many differences in comparison with the aspirations of the population of Catalonia. The feeling of 
belonging to Valencian culture does not automatically lead to awareness of belonging to the group of 
countries of Catalan culture. There is no explicit political debate regarding the right to self-determination, and 
little active presence of those movements in favour of political proiects uniting the different Catalan regions. 
During January, there has been a lively debate in Catalonia on the Catalan people's right to self- 
determination. The Catalan Parliament has passed a declaration in favour of self-determination, and both the 
political organisations and the institutions representing the civil society have, in different ways and with 
varying emphasis, given their support to this internationally recognised right. In Valencia there is not yet such 
a highly developed cultural or political awareness. Nevertheless, nobody in the Valencian intellectual circles 
or universities questions the fact that the country's future depends on the re- 
construction of the Catalan cultural identity and on some form of political 
articulation between al1 the countries of Catalan culture, which will guarantee 
that identity in the context of a united Europe. 
The País Valencia, traditionally known as a country rich in agriculture, is today 
a highly industrialized oreo. The Valen- cian economy is diversified and its ex- 
ports have increased. As in other parts of the Mediterranean coast, tourism 
complements the activities of the pri- mary and secondary sectors. Integra- 
tion in the European Common Market is generally viewed in an optimistic light. 
The Valencians, like the Catalans, have always felt perfectly at ease throughout Europe. 
Over the ages, Valencia has contributed important names to universal culture. In this issue we pay special 
attention to Joaquim Sorolla, born in Valencia in 1863 and internationally recognised as a result of the 
comprehensive exhibition put on by the Hispanic Society of New York in 1909. An important exhibition of 
Sorolla's work has recently been held at various museums in the United States and is on show at the Valencian 
lnstitute of Modern Art (IVAM) from December 1989 to January 1990. We see it as an indication of the 
Valencians' desire to rebuild their historical identity and an affirmation of their international vocation. 
